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_3YBYATBIE CKHIIETPbI A4KAH
N HAYAJIBHBIU 3TAII @OPMUPOBAHUA MUPOBOI'O IIOPAIKA
«CPEJJMHHOI'O TOCYJIAPCTBA» °

[IpencraieHbl OCHOBHBIC XapaKTCPUCTHKU W 3TAlbl Pa3BUTHS OJHOIO BEChMa CHEHU(PHYECKOTO THIA HEHPHUTOBBIX
(B OCHOBHOM) pUTYaJIbHBIX 00BEKTOB J[peBHero Kurtas u conpenenbHbIX TEPPUTOPHIA — 3y0UaTOro CKUMETPa Sudcan. AB-
TOP CBSI3BIBACT €r0 C OOPAAaMHU rOCyIapCTBEHHOTO YPOBHS, KOTOPbIC ObUIM Ba)KHEHINCH COCTABHOM YacThIO MOJUTHYC-
CKOIi JICATEIbHOCTH Ha PAHHEM 3Talle CTAHOBJICHHS TOCYAapCTBEHHOCTH. [10 apXeoornueckuM MaTepraiaM MpociIeKeHbI
MapIIpyThl PacIpoOCTpaHeHHs: sudcar (U, OUYCBHUAHO, CBSI3aHHBIX C HHMH PHUTYQJIBHBIX IPAKTHK): C TEPPUTOPUHU
n-oBa [llaupayH, rae 3adukcupoBanbl Hanbojee paHHUe 00pasilbl, — B paiiOH CPEAHEro TeueHns1 XyaHXd — C [MOCTENeH-
HBIM MIEPEMEIEHHEM B BEPXOBBs (IO COBpEeMEHHOU MpOB. ['aHbCy) — U C MOBOPOTOM Ha 0T, B JONUHY STHI3BI, ¢ pa3zierne-
HHEM Ha JIBa HAMPaBICHUS: IOr0-3aIIaJHOE U FOr0-BOCTOYHOE. JIsl HHTEpIIpEeTaIlMi HaX0JOK B AOJHHE XyaHXd MPEACTaB-
JISIETCS. BO3MOYKHBIM TPUBJICKATh CBEICHHS MICEMEHHBIX U SMUTPaQUICCKUX UCTOYHUKOB O JEATEIbHOCTH AuHACTHH Cs
u an. K mo3maemy neproay 1llan otHOCUTCs hopmupoBanue KoHIENIUN «CPeTUHHOTO FOCYJapCTBay, KOTOpask CTaHO-
BUTCSI OCHOBO#! MPEICTaBICHUI O «MHPOBOM TMOPSIIKE» TOM SM0XK B peruone BoctouHas Asusi.

Knrouesvie crnosa: cxunerp syocan, Ipesunii Kurait, nunactuu Cs u lllan, nonurnyeckuii nopsaok, CUMBOJ BIACTH.

Camast paHHAs U3 3aMKCUPOBAHHBIX NHCbMEHHOM MCTOpHEH IMHACTHs MpaBUTENICH HA Teppu-
topun Kutast — 310 mumactus Cst'; oGIIenpu3HAHO, YTO 3y6uaThle CKHIETPBI AUNCAH OTHOCSTCS
K BOXHEUIIUM pUTyaTbHBIM HedpuTtoBEIM m3fenusMm [Cyub Lluassii, 2013]. [lo coBpeMeHHBIM
JaHHBIM, clioBocoueTanne «CpearHHOEe TOCYAapCcTBOY BIIEPBbIE MOSIBISETCS B HAANMCH Ha OPOH30-
BOM COCYJIe Ha4aJIbHOTO nepuona 3anagHoro Wxoy «X» L3yHb», rae cpean npoyero ckazaHo: «Kak
TOJIbKO Y-BaH mokopuin Bemmkwuii ropox Llan, To U3 cBoero asopua obpatwics k IlonHebecHoi
co cnoBamu: “Temepp 3aeck OyIeT cpearHa STOrO roCyIapcTBa, OTCIona Oyay YIpaBisTh Hapo-
nom”» [Hdyn Hlane, 2012. C. 44]. I3 npuBeAeHHOr0 TEKCTa MOHSITHO, YTO IMpocTpaHcTBO CpeauH-
HOT'O TOCYJapCTBa COOTBETCTBOBAIO JIOSHCKOM KOTIOBUHE; MOXKHO MPENNOI0XKUTh, YTO BO3HUKHO-
BEHHE CaMOT0 TepMHUHA, BEPOSATHO, BOCXOIUT K 3I10Xe, MpealiecTBoBasieil nunactuu 1lam.

3umoit 1990 r. JIu XKyHcaH, corpynuuk ¢onna baiimanperan (['OHKOHT), pyKOBOIHMII apXeoJio-
THYeCKUMH paboTamu, KOTophie mpoBomui Kuratickmii yHuBepcuteT I'onkonra (KVI'k). B xome
pabor B myHkTe /laBaHb B rojkHOW 4acTH octpoBa Haubs (Jlamma) Hanmum HepUTOBBIA CKHUTIETP

: IlepeBon ¢ kuTaiickoro s3pika Ha pycckuii BeinonHeH C. A. Komuccapossiv u M. A. KynnHoBoi#i; paboTa ocymecTs-
neHa B pamkax [Inana HUP CO PAH na 2018 r., npoext Ne 0329-2018-004.

! BONBIIMHCTBO POCCHHCKMX MCCIenoBaTeNell MpUACPKUBAKTCS GOlee OCTOPOKHBIX HO3MIMH [0 mpoGieMe HCTo-
puuHocTu AuHactuu Cs u pa”Heil rocynapcrseHHoctu B Kurae. — 31ech 1 nanee IpuM. IepeBOAYUKOB.
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Hedpurosstit ckunetp suoicar,
HalIeHHBI Ipu packonkax B JlaBans, Ha fore 0. Haubs (Jlamma), ['oHKOHT
(dpoto npod. Tan Yyna)

Audcan (CM. PHCYHOK), KOTOPBIH Hay4yHOE COOOIIECTBO OTHECIO K TaMSITHHKAM MaTepHailb-
HOHM KyJBTYpPHI YPOBHS «TOCYyHapCTBEHHOH nparoreHHoctm» [JIm I'o, Jlm Croro, 1991]. B 1994
u 2016 rr. LlenTp kwuraiickoil apxeonorumm U uckycctBa KYI'k mocnmemoBaTtensHO TPOBEN IBE
MeXIIyHapoIHbIe KOH(EepeHIINU, TTOCBSIICHHbBIe TaHHOW Haxonke. [locienHsas U3 HUX MPOXOoIuiIa
B okTss0pe 2016 T. Ha 0a3e MHCTHUTYTa apXeojJOoTHH W MaTEePHAIBHONH KYJIBTYPHI T. UKIHWKOY
¥ JIOCTUIJIA TIPEKPAacHBIX pe3yibTatoB [JyHbs swkaH..., 2016]°. B naHHON cTaThe MBI HpPEITIO-
JlaraeM HU3y4WTh CBSA3M MEXAY HaxXxOoAKaMM CKHIIEeTpa AuYdcaH W BO3HUKHOBEHHEM TOCYAapCTBa
B Kutae B snoxy Cs u pannuit nepuog Illan.

3a mouru 30-JIeTHUN TIEPHOJ] ¢ MOMEHTA OTKDPBITHS M IO HAIIMX JHEU MPONACH JONTHH MyTh
B M3YYCHUH MpOOJIEeMbl 3y0O4aThIX CKUIETPOB sudcar B Boctounoit Asum. Ham ymanock ocyie-
CTBUTH yTIyOJIEHHOE HCCIIEIOBAaHIE BCErO KpyTa MaMATHUKOB, T/Ie HaWJeHBI MMO00HbIE CKUIIETPHI,
1 K okTsa0pio 2016 r. 3aBepmuTh GororpadupoBaHre W aHATN3 HaXOIOK Ha TeppHUTOPHIX Kwuras
(B Gaccelinax pek Xyanxa, SHm3el 1 YWxynzsH) u BeetHama (Oacceitn pexu Kpacuoit). Ota padorta
OXBaTHJIa HECKOJIBKO JECSATKOB IOJIEBBIX MECTOHAXOXACHUW, MY3€HHBIX U MHCTUTYTCKUX XpaHU-
Junl. BeIACHWIIOCH, YTO KapTa pacIpOCTPAHECHUS CKUIIETPOB AuJ/caH B 3HAUUTEIBHON Mepe coBIa-
JTaeT ¢ TePPUTOPHUEH MOSBICHUS paHHUX rocyaapctB B Boctounoit Azmu. Tak, B 6acceitHe XyaHxd
JOBOJIHO pa3BUTHIE 3y0UaThie CKUIIETPBI U APYTHe HE()PUTOBBIC M3/ACIHS COOTBETCTBYIOT MO3HE-
My 3Taiy KynbTyphl JIyHIIaHb.

B xozxe monroit COBMECTHON HCCIIEIOBATEILCKON PabOTHI ¢ KUTAHCKUMHU U 3apyOCKHBIMH yUe-
HBIMH HaM yAAJIOCh CPAaBHUTENBHO TOJIHO PAacKPHITh UCTOPHUIO Pa3BUTHUS CKUIETPOB AUXCAH, KOTO-
pasi mpolLIa Yepe3 YeThIpe OCHOBHBIX 3Talla.

1. IlpumepHo 4 500 neT Ha3ajJ Takue CKUIMETPHI BIEPBbIE MOSIBUIUCH HA MAMSATHUKAX KYJIbTYpP
JaBsHbkoy u JIyHImaHe B pailoHe nomnyoctposa [llaHbayH, KOTOPBIN SIBISIETCSI MCTOYHUKOM UX MPO-
ucxoxaenus [[su Lyn, Jlyans @summ, Ban Lsn, 2014].

2. Haunnas ¢ nepruoaa 4 000 neT Ha3ax maHbAYHCKHE 3y0daThie CKAMIETPHI PACIIPOCTPAHIIOTCS
13 PailOHOB HMIKHErO TeUEHUs XYaHX? BBEPX IO JOJIMHE, NMPOMAs CpelHEE TEUEHUE, MPOHUKAIOT
Ha TEPPUTOPUIO COBpeMeHHOM npoB. I1I3HbCcH U, B KOHEUHOM cueTe, JOCTUTAIOT BEPXHErO TEUEHMUS
B coBpeMeHHOM MpoB. ['anbCcy. B xonme aToro mpouecca Ha 3Tane MO3IHEr0 MEepUoJa APEBHETO Tro-

2 Ban FOnysu. 1lluusgnp 10 SWKaH SHBLUBIO O CHHBINO, XO BOM I[3€Kal I[3a0LM TOIBAWKA MHUAD HOa SOIIN

CEXE., SR EFERARENE , INFETEHERZ B —IL4AR]. Hosble KoHUENIMM B M3yYeHHH JOUCTO-
PHYCCKUX HE(QPHUTOBBIX CKHIICTPOB SudcaH — KaK KIFOY K PAaCKPBITHIO TaifHBl rocyaapcrBa panHero nepuopa / A
Cunbxya oH-nmaiit, 6.11.2016. URL: http://news.xinhuanet.com/local/2016-11/04/c_1119853508.htm (xgata oGpaueHust
15.01.2018).
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cynapcrBa 11iMao ® TIPOMCXOANT yBETHYECHHE CKUIETPOB B pasMepax, [UTHHA CAMOTO KPYITHO-
ro cocrasisier moutu 50 cm.

3y0OuaTble CKUIIETPBI KyJIbTYphl LIui3s (Ha TeppUTOpUE COBpEMEHHOM MpoB. ['aHbCy), BEpOATHO,
chopmupoBanuck o BiaustHueM [llnmao. JTo mepBas BoJHA pacpOCTPaHEHUsT CKUTIETPOB — C BOC-
TOKa Ha 3araji, B OCHOBHOM B JIoJIMHE XyaHX?, OTKPHIBIIAs IPEBHUE MarucTpaibHbIe MyTH. IMEHHO
Ha ATUX MPOCTPAHCTBAX MPUMEPHO BIOJIH 35-i mapamienn (35° c.111.) pacmoiaraiuch HCTOPHUISCKIE
CTOJIMIIBI TOCYJapCTB ApeBHETo M cpeaneBekoBoro Kwuras ot smoxu Tpex munactuit (Cs, llan,
Uxoy), a Takke [luas — u qo muaactum CeBepHas CyH.

3. I mepuona 3 700-3 600 ner Hazax B yesne Aubimm, mpoB. X HaHb U3BECTEH MAMSTHHUK Dp-
JIUTOY, KOTOPBIH cuMTaeTcs croauiei rocyaapcrsa Cs mozaHero nepuoza. Ilox BausiHMEM «rocy-
napctBay lllumao HaOmromaeTcsl yBelWdeHHE B pa3Mepax 3pIHTOYCKHX CKUNETPOB sudcan. OHH
CTaHOBSITCSI COBEPIICHHONW PUTYalbHON YTBAaphIO HAPCKHUX MOKOEB, B KOTOPOW OTPA3niIOCh BOILIO-
IICHHUE TOCYAapCTBEHHOTO nojutudeckoro crpos [[I3u Llyn, Ban ®an, 2015]. TakoBa Obuta BTOpas
BOJIHA PacIpOCTPaHEHHsI CKUIIETPOB — C 3alaja Ha BOCTOK. Mexny 3yO4aTeiMHU CKUTIETpaMH, Haii-
JeHHBIMH Ha mamaTHHKaX [umao, Xyamumsyit ¢, Dpiuroy, cyIecTBOBaIH TECHbIE CBS3H.

4. Ha ocHOBE KOMILIEKCHOTO aHalu3a OCOOCHHOCTEH 3y0UaThIX CKUIIETPOB, HaWJEHHBIX B Oac-
ceitHax pek Ann3el U WkyuzsH (Kurait) u B 6acceitne p. KpacHo#t (BeeTHam), ynanoch nokasars,
gto B iepuon 3 500-3 000 et Ha3aq CKHMETPHI DPIUTOY PacIpoCTpaHsUIHCh Ha foT. [Ipoiias depes
HaHbSIHCKYIO KOTJIOBHHY, OHH JOCTUTaNN OacceiHa p. XaHpIIyi U Janee MPOHUKAIH B PEYHYIO
cucteMy SHIBHI, pa3IeTUBLINCEH HA ABE BETBU: IOT0-3aMagHYIO U 10ro-BocTounyto [[Isu Llyn, 2007].
[lepBast n3 HUX mporneraeT u3 ChlYyaHHCKOW KOTJIOBHHEI 10 YCThsl p. KpacHo#; BTOpas AOXOIUT
JI0 TEPPUTOPUM COBPEMEHHBIX MPOBUHIIUN XyHaHb, Dy13saHb, ['yanayH, a Taxxke I'yancu-Yxyan-
CKOTO aBTOHOMHOTO pailoHa, KpailHel TOUYKOH ee MpOJBM)KEHUS M CTAaHOBUTCS CAHTAaHCKHUI OCTPOB
Hanps (Jlamma) B yethe p. UWkyiasH. Tam Ha namsiTHuKe J|aBaHb HaiineH 3yOuaThlii CKUIIETD, AaTH-
poBaHHbINM paHHUM nepuojioM Ian. [{ns Bcero Kurtast oH siBiisieTcs € JMHCTBEHHBIM MPUMEPOM Ta-
KO HaXOJKH Ha OCTPOBE, MpPEJCTaBiIsAs HaM HCTOPHUIO PaCHpOCTPAHEHMS INAHCKOM KyJIbTYpHI
Ha MOPCKOM no0epexbe B paHHUH neproA. TpeThsi BoIHA KPYITHOMACIITaOHOTO paclpoCTpaHeHUs
3y04YaThIX CKUNETPOB ObLiIa HANpaBJICHA Ha IOT W O3Hadaia, 4YTo Ha tepputopusx IOxuoro Kutas
u ceBepHOil yactu FOro-BocTounoit A3un yxe Hadaqoch CTaHOBJIEHHE LIMBUIM3AINI OpOH30BOTO
BEKa.

HexoTopsle pe3yJibTaThl HEPBOHAYAJIBHOM CHCTEMATH3ALMU
CBeJCHUI 0 CKUIIeTPAX AUNCAH

1. B «lllan my» (tmaBa «tOii rya» — «Jlapsr FOs») comepkutes paccka3 o ToM, Kak Bemukuit
IOi1 mobopoi moTom u, 060k Beck Kuraii, pa3genun ero TeppuUTOpHIo Ha IEBITH oOmacten (y310
uocoy). Beipaxkenne «mnoasl aestauit KOs (FO y3u) cTano ogHUM U3 Hanbolee paHHUX HaHMEHO-
BaHuit [lomuebecHoit. CoBpeMeHHas uctopuorpadus paccMarpuBaeT «aesHus FOs» kak Mudbl nim
npefanusi, He uMeroIue (HakTHUIECKOro MOATBEpkKAeHNs. Heyxenn naHHble UCTOPUYECKUX UCTOY-
HUKOB O JesTeNbHOCTH FOs MOTHOCTHIO BHIMBIIUIEHBI M HE UMEIOT MO/ CO0OH HHUKaKO# peaibHOi
ocHOBBI? Ban ['oBait mucan: «XoTs cykIeHHs YISHBIX Pa3HBIX IIKOJ HE BCET]a TOYHBI, OJHAKO OHH
BCE€ K€ MOTYT YaCTHYHO YKa3bIBaTh HA JIeHCTBUTENbHBIC cOOBITHSY [Ban ['oBait, 1997. C. 2]. Tep-
PHUTOpPHAITEHBIN OXBAT PEabHOTO PACIIPOCTPAHEHUS CKHUIIETPOB sydicaH, OOHAPYKEHHBIX apXeolo-
ramu 3a nocienuue 20 JeT, HeOKUAAHHO NMPEeBOCXOAMT apean AesrenbHocTH 0. U nesaus HOs,
Y pacmpoCTpaHEHHE CKHUIIETPOB AUXH#CAH OXBATHIBAIOT OOMIMPHBIE MPOCTPAHCTBA, KOTOPBIEC B IIEJIOM
COOTBETCTBYIOT I'paHHIIAM MOJUTHYCCKOIN KapThl Kurtas B mocienyrone NCTOPHUECKIE TEPUOIBI.
JIu JIun [2016. C. 3] yka3piBaeT, 4To BeigeneHHble FOeM neBsaTh oOnacteil ciueqyeT BOCIPUHUMATE
KaK DJIEMEHT UCTOPHUYECKOW IMaMATH, MOJBEPTaBIIMIACS TOCTOSHHOW MepepadOTKe W CTaBIIUI Of-
HUM U3 cuMmBoiioM Kurtas. CoBpeMeHHass apXeoJoTHsl HEIpPEPHIBHO OOHOBISETCA, W Ba)KHEWIIHE
pUTyanbHble He(PUTOBBIe M3AeHs AUHACTHU Csi — CKUMETPBI AudicaH, OOHApyKeHHBIE B XOJE ap-

? Mmeercs B Buay ropoguiie LInMao 3moxyu maneomeTana, packomansoe B yesae LIIsubMy, mpos. IIIsubcH. Yacts
KHTAaHCKMX YYEHBIX CYMTACT, YTO TaM HaNICHBI OCTATKH CTOJHMIIBI «TOCYAapcTBay Mudmdeckoro Xenroro ummeparopa.

* Bonbmoe ropoJUILE 3MO0XH NaJIEOMETaNa, PAaCKONaHHOE B paiioHe I. ['yHbH, IpoB. X3HaHb; HEKOTOPBIE KUTaMCKUE
YUYEHBIE CUUTAIOT €r0 OCTaTKAMH PE3UIEHINHN cacKoro mpasurens Tait Kana.
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XEOJIOTUYECKHUX PACKOIOK, — CTAHOBSITCSI KYJBTYPHBIM CHUMBOJIOM PaHHUX I'OCYJapCTB HAa TEPPUTO-
pun Kuras. Kak numier JIu JIun, «aeBath 00gacTeld — 3T0 HE TOJBKO reorpaduyeckoe, HO U KyJib-
TypHOoe moHatue» [Tam xe]. B cBoe Bpems kpymHbIH crenuamucT-cuHoior npod. Xao L3yHbu
[1994. C. 81-82], onupasick Ha TekcT «XyaliHaHb 13b» (TnaBa «Tail m3y cioHb» — «HacTtaBneHnue
0 BEJIMKOM COOpaHHum»), T TOBOPHIIOCH «CJIEBa — BOCTOYHOE MOPE, CIIpaBa — IyCTHIHS, BIIEPEIH —
[3stowxku, mo3zaau — FOmy», coBepiieHHO BEPHO YTBEP)KIaJl, UTO TEPPUTOPHAIBLHBIE TPAHUIIBI pac-
npoctpaHeHus no3aneu lllan «monMHOCTRIO COOTBETCTBYIOT JAEHCTBUTEIBHOCTIY.

2. Pacrmipenenenne CKUTIETPOB sudican WLTIOCTPUPYET TEPBOHAYAIBHBIA 3Tarl (hOPMUPOBAHUS
MOJIeIM MHPOBOTO MOPAIKa B MOJIUTHYeCKoH KynbType Kutas u Boctounoit Asun. B paifonax ux
pacIpocTpaHeHHsl, BO3MOKHO, OBITOBAIM CXOXKUE TOCYIapCTBEHHO-TIOIMTHYECKHE U HCOIOTHYe-
CKH€ KOHIICTIIINH, YTO MPOSBISIIOCH B TIOCTENIEHHOM CKJIaJIbIBAHUN OOIIET0 YyBCTBA «MOEH 3eMIIH
M MOETO Hapofa», MoJIpa3yMeBaBIIETO B TOM YHCIE M MOJUTHYECKYI0 KOMMYHMKAIIUIO, CBSI3bIBAO-
IIy1o pasHbie peruonbl. CTporas akcuaibHasl IUIAHUPOBKA TOPOIUINA DPIUTOY, OPUEHTALIUS BaXK-
HEHIINX TBOPIOBBIX MOCTPOEK BIOIH IeHTpanbHOM ocH (cM. [Croit XyH, 2009]) cTanu BOmIomeH:-
€M HJIeU LEHTpaJIN3aluy BJIaCTU B PyKax BEPXOBHOI'O IIpaBUTEINS — BaHa. PacpocTpaHeHue crenu-
(UYECKOTO CTWIIS UCIIOJNHEHHS PUTYANBHBIX CKUIETPOB Audicad W3 IJPIUTOY, PACIIOIIOKEHHOTO
B cepaue LlenTpanbHON paBHUHBI, Ha THICSYM KUIOMETPOB MO Bcel BocTouHolt Asum oTpaxaer
POJIb TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX CTPYKTYP 3PJIUTOYCKOTO HACEIEHUS KaK CUMBOJIA MOJUTUYECKOTO U KyJb-
TYpHOTO JIMJepCTBAa Ha OOIMMPHON TeppuTopuH. Bo3HMKaeT mpooOpa3 CHUCTEMBI MHUPOMOpPsAKa
«CpeauHHOTO Tocy1apcTBa» C LIEHTPOM B paiioHe Dpautoy. Mbl monaraeM, 4To MeXIy BHYTpPEH-
HUM (MMMaHEHTHO MPHUCYIINM) HISHHBIM COJEpKAHUEM, CTOSIINM 3a PaclpOCTpAaHEHHEM CKHUIIET-
POB sAudican, N JOKTpUHOHN «Bemukoro o0benuaeHnus» («Jla UTyH»), CIIOXKUBIIIEHCS HEe paHee DIIOXH
UyHbII0, CyIIECTBYET TeHeTu4eckas cBa3b. PacmpocTpanuBiiascs B snoxy L{uas-XaHp U mo3aHee
WHTETPAMOHHAS KOHIICTIIUS («B IIECTH HATPABICHUSIX OJAMHAKOBHIC HPABBI, IEBATH 00JIACTEH CBI-
3aHBI MEXKIy c000i») OKa3aja 3HAUYMTEIHLHOE BIMSHUE Ha Tporiecc (GopmupoBaHus B BocTouHoi
A3uM eMHON KpyITHOMACIITaOHOH UMIIEPHH, TPOCTHPAIOIIEHCS Ha THICSYN KUJIOMETPOB.

Kuraii — 3T0 TeppuTOpHUs CKIIQABIBaHUS IPOTPECCUBHBIX (POPM TroCcyAapCTBEHHOTO yCTPOMCTBA,
U UCCIIEOBAaHUE MPOUCXOXKICHUS OJUTUUECKUX CUCTEM HUMEET BaKHOE Hay4yHOe 3HaueHue. Cero-
JHAMHUA Kutail — 5T0 KpyNHOE LEHTPAIU30BaHHOE rocyAapcTBo. MccnenoBaTens NOIUTHYECKON
ucropuu Opsucuc Oykysima [2011. P. 18] cuutan, uro B snoxy Lune KuTait ctan nepBeiM B Mupe
HACTOSIIIUM TOCYJApCTBOM COBpeMeHHOoro tuma. OH 3aJajl BOIPOC: MOYEMY K€ Ha MPOTSHKEHHUU
HECKOIIbKHUX TBHICAYENIETHI KUTANCKas MONUTHIECKas CHCTEMa TATOTENa K BRIOOPY MOAETH CHIIBHO-
T0 LIEHTPAJN30BAHHOTO YIPABJICHHUS, & HE MEJIKUX pa3apoOJIeHHBIX TocyaapcTB? MBI yBEpEHBI, UTO
WCCIIeJIOBAaHNE CKUTIETPOB AudcaH W YryOJeHHOEe M3ydeHHe rOCYAapCTBEHHOTO W MOJUTHYECKOTO
ycrpotictBa B 3moxu Cs, [llan 1 Yxoy 1M0o3BOISAT HAMETUTH ITyTH PEIICHHS dTOW BasKHEUIIEH mpo-
OJ1eMBI.
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YAZHANG AND THE ORIGIN OF POLITICAL WORLD ORDER
IN ANCIENT CHINA

Scepter yazhangs are jade ceremonial blades that have been unearthed across China. During the
Xia and Shang dynasties, they manifested as some of the most prestigious objects for the elite. After
over two decades of collaborations among scholars, we have a comprehensive understanding of its
dispersal: 1) In approximately 4,500 BP, yazhang first appeared in Dawenkou and Longshan sites in
Shandong province; 2) In 4,000 BP, Shandong yazhangs had spread eastward into Shaanxi province
through the Yellow River’ valley, eventually reaching southwestern region of Gansu province. In
Shaanxi, yazhangs in the Shimao site developed into large blades with dragon-shaped flanges on the
sides, which the longest jade blade reached 50 centimeter. The yazhangs of the Qijia culture in the
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early Bronze Age could possibly have been influenced by Shimao. This marked the first dispersal of
yazhangs from the east to the west in the Yellow River basin; 3) In 3,700-3,600 BP, Erlitou in He-
nan province was possibly the capital of the late Xia dynasty. Erlitou yazhangs found in the Erlitou
elites’ burials became enormous in size, reflecting the influence by Shimao. As important royal re-
galia, yazhang reflected the presence of political system in this period. This signified the second
dispersal of yazhangs in prehistory, where this jade culture dispersed from Shaanxi eastward to He-
nan. Yazhangs unearthed in Shimao, Huadizui, and Erlitou are closely related; 4) A comprehensive
characteristic analysis of the unearthed yazhangs in the regions of Yangtze River, the Pearl River,
and the Hong River in Vietnam indicate that Erlitou yazhangs developed southward about 3,500
to 3,000 BP. The culture dispersed through the Nanyang basin, reaching the Yangtze River, and
separated into two directions: one path followed the Sichuan basin and reached the Hong River Del-
ta in Vietnam, the other path travelled southeast, reaching Hunan and Fujian, and arrived as far as
Lamma Island at the Pearl River Delta in Hong Kong. The yazhang unearthed on Lamma Island,
dated to the early Shang dynasty, is the only known jade blade unearthed on an island. This yazhang
thus serves an important role in the discussion of coastal culture dispersal in early Shang period.
This development marked the massive third yazhang dispersal, where the culture had reached South
China and northern Southeast Asia at the beginning of Bronze Age.

Keywords: yazhang scepter, Ancient China, Xia and Shang Dynasties, political order, symbol of
power.
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